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Feed the Beach Creatures- Salt Marsh Inhabitants
July 6, 2022 (Wednesday) 4:00-5:30pm
Location: Joppa Flats Education Center, Newburyport
Instructors: Lisa Hutchings - Family and Early Education Coordinator
Family - children 6 - 11 years
Adult $7.00, Child $7.00
It’s time to feed our touch tank animals! You can help us with sea stars,
sea urchins, and rock crabs from the rocky shore; moon snails, surf
clams, and hermit crabs from the sandy beach; and minnows, mud
whelks, and horseshoe crabs from the salt marsh. Assist our animal
husbandry team in sorting, identifying, and then feeding all these creatures as you learn about their fascinating habits.
This is not a drop-off class. All children must be accompanied by at
least one adult, and all adults are expected to
participate in the program.
June 22, July 13, or August 3: Rocky Shore Residents
June 29, July 20, or August 10: Sandy Beach Dwellers
July 6, July 27, or August 17: Salt Marsh Inhabitants
Registration is required.
Email joppaflats@massaudubon.org

Jump into Fun City! All ages welcome. We are Salem's first one
stop Family Entertainment Center with Basketball, Dodgeball,
Tiny Town & Playground, Ninja Course, Rock Climb,
Bumper Ball, Parkour, Trampolines, Zip Line, Battle Beam,
Foam Pit and of course Arcades!
Visit our website to buy tickets or book a party today!
FUN CITY TRAMPOLINE PARK
447 S Broadway
Salem, New Hampshire, 03079
Tel: 603-458-2486
www.funcitysalem.com

OPEN JUMP HOURS
Monday - Wednesday: 12pm - 9pm
Thursday: 10am - 9pm
Friday - Saturday: 10am- 11pm
Sunday: 10am - 10pm
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Vacationing with Friends
make Lasting Memories

I LOVE BOOKS

By Maria Luisa Salcines

Children’s Book Reviews
By Cathy A. Morrow

So much of what we hear and see on the news today is hurtful and negative. I thought this month I would share two
books that talk about the importance of Each of us AND the need for us to care for one another in Peace.
JABBERWOCKY BOOKSHOP is now OPEN! However, if there is a book you would like, you may still order it from the
Jabberwocky Bookshop and have it mailed directly to you.

YOU’RE HERE FOR A REASON
Written and Illustrated by Nancy
Tillman
Feiwel and Friends, Publishers
Best for Ages 4 and up
A young boy meets a friendly young
elephant on the beach. As the boy
flies his kite, they take a journey
together. The kite and some of the
kite’s tail break loose from the boy’s
grasp. We follow the kite traveling
across the sky and how it affects
different animals. They watch it float
by. The animals play with it. They use
it in a nest. A fox carries her young
on the kite as she pulls it along the
ground by its tail. Someone decorates their deer. A young animal sails
on the water with bright colors of
the kite’s tail floating behind.
Children may not realize how the
things they do could affect other.

Often they might not feel they have
any importance in this big world.
This book with, its simple, but very
sweet illustrations shows them
they ARE important.

Terry Teddy and I give
this book -- -- four
paws up

PEACE TRAIN
Written by Cat Stevens
Illustrated by Peter H. Reynolds
Harper, an Imprint of HarperCollins,
Publisher
Best for Ages 5 and up
Sitting on the top of a hill, playing
his guitar, we see a young boy. His
cat at his side and birds singing
along with his music. Suddenly we
see him running along with his cat,
trying to catch the train, the Peace
Train. There are others waiting at
the train station. They cheer loudly
when they see the train coming. The
people, young and old, get on board
the train. Off it goes to its next stop.
More and more people joyfully get
on the train. There are more instruments and more jubilant music.
From the train’s smoke stack, instead
of smoke, beautiful flowers pour out
and float above. This book takes the

These books were generously provided by
Jabberwocky Bookshop , Newburyport
Jabberwockybookshop.com

awe-inspiring words of Cat Stevens’
lovely and endearing song “Peace
Train,” and puts illustrations with it
that truly bring the story of the song
to life.
This is a charming story with colorful and dramatic and also touching
illustrations. It reminds us all that we
are all part of the same family and
should come together with all and
get on the Peace train so that we can
live a better, more blissful life. Children will enjoy the illustrations and
parents might be able to sing the
words instead of just reading them.
Terry Teddy and I give
this book -- -- four
paws up.

One of my closest friends has five

children, and over the years, our
families have taken many vacations
together. Spending ten days with
seven children can be a blessing or
a nightmare.
For our families, however, these vacations have left lasting memories
that our children will never forget.
Before you go on vacation with
another family, you have to ensure
that the children get along. It’s
also essential that the family you
are vacationing with has the same
interests and that your parenting
style is compatible.
Planning a fun vacation for your
family and friends isn’t difficult if
you consider the children’s ages.
We always did our research and
planned a different activity every
day.
However, our activities never started early in the mornings, and there
were days we ended up doing
nothing of what we had planned.
For our children, as well as for us,
part of the fun was spending time
together. We are all night owls and

stayed up late talking and playing
games. So it was important that
we gave the children enough time
to sleep every morning. Sleep-deprived children will misbehave and
will make everyone around them
miserable.
When you vacation with children,
you have to be flexible. Every moment of your vacation does not
have to be a learning experience. If
you take your children to museums
and art galleries every day you will
have a miserable time.

them and control the situation and
visa-versa.

was the longest half hour of our
lives.

It has been years since our last vacation. Our children are grown men
and women with children of their
own. I miss those years and cherish
those memories.

I can still see him sitting in the
police jeep, grinning as we all ran
up to hug and kiss him. There were
lots of happy tears that day.

A vacation I will never forget is a
trip we took to South Padre Island,
Texas. We spent an amazing week
at the beach.

Maria Luisa Salcines is a freelance
writer, author, and certified parent
coach with The Academy of Parenting Education and Coaching in
Redirecting Children’s Behavior and
Redirecting for a Cooperative Classroom. She is the co-author of the
award winning children’s book You
Can Do It, Chickadee. Follow her on
Instagram @mlsalcinespoweroffamily, @youcandoitbooks or contact her
on her blog FamilyLifeAndFindingHappy.com.

Remember that children don’t view
things the same way adults do.
You might be pointing at a masterpiece, and they will probably only
remember the burping contest
they had while waiting in line.

One afternoon our teenaged kids
decided to take a walk down the
beach. We saw my friend’s youngest son, walking next to them but
further inland close to the sand
dunes. We assumed our older kids
had seen him, and would keep an
eye on him.

The advantage of traveling with
another family is that the children
entertain themselves and give the
adults more time to relax. It’s a winwin for everyone.

The little guy got distracted and
lost sight of his siblings and my
sons. When he realized he couldn’t
find them, he sat down next to a
trashcan.

Vacationing with my friend has
always been fun because our
families have so much in common.
Everyone got along. If my children
did something wrong and I wasn’t
around, she would reprimand

When our children returned from
their walk and we realized Robert
was missing we panicked. Everyone took off searching for him. The
South Padre Island beach patrol
found him thirty minutes later. It
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July
Friday, July 1
OFFSITE PROGRAM Little Bookworms
at the Nevins Farm MSPCA
(Ages infant-5)
Bring your young animal lovers to the Nevins Farm MSPCA, where they will listen to
stories and meet animal friends. This program takes place outside, so you will want
to have a blanket or chairs to sit on. In case
of rain or extreme heat the program will be
cancelled. No registration is required.
Date: Friday Jul 1, 2022 Time:
11:00 AM - 11:30 AM Contact:
Children’s Department 978-686-4080 x26
Location: Nevins Farm MSPCA,
400 Broadway, Methuen
Saturday, July 2
Surprise Saturday
Join Joan for a Surprise Saturday! Come to
the Children’s Room anytime between 10
and 4 to see what craft she has planned for
you! Date: Saturday Jul 2, 2022

Time: 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM Contact:
Youth Services 978-373-1586 ex626
kids@haverhillpl.org
Location: Cavallaro Room
Haverhill Public Library
Monday, July 4
Happy 4th of July!
Tuesday, July 5
Creation Station
Experiment with some new types of art,
materials, and styles.
Wear old clothes--sometimes we get
messy! Ages 3-5
Registration Required
Date: Tuesday Jul 5, 2022
Time: 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM Contact:
Youth Services 978-373-1586 ext626
kids@haverhillpl.org
Location: Cavallaro Room
Haverhill Public Library

Wednesday, July 6
Build Your Imagination Open Play
(IN PERSON)
WEDNESDAY, JULY 6 10:00—11:30 AM
Program Room Newburyport Public Library, 94 State Street, Newburyport, MA
Drop in for some non-directed play! We’ll
have various toys out to promote pretend
play and building skills. This program is
best suited for ages 0-5, but interested
kids of all ages and abilities are welcome.
No registration required. Please take
note: This program will take place most
Wednesdays during the summer, except
for the second Wednesday of July & August
(7/13 & 8/10) and the Wednesday of Yankee
Homecoming week (8/3). On these dates
we will be hosting other programs offsite.
No Registration Required
Make A Fairy or Gnome Door
The Chamber of Commerce is hosting a
Fairy House Tour on July 9th - 10th. Come

by the Library to make a fairy or gnome
door to add to your house or to display!
We’ll be making it from clay that needs to
be baked so you can either take it home
or leave it to be baked to harden! Ages 6
and up can come by to this outdoor event
but registration is required as supplies are
limited. Made possible by funds from the
Friends of the Amesbury Library
Date: Wednesday Jul 6, 2022 Time:
3:30 PM - 4:30 PM Contact:
Clare Dombrowski 978-388-8148
ys@amesburylibrary.org
Location: Outside Library Yard
Amesbury Public Library
Summer Reading Help
Sometimes finding the right book for
summer reading and getting started can
be hard! Come by the Children’s room and
we can help you find the perfect book for
you. If you want, a librarian can help you
get started by sitting to read with you for

Children’s Health Care of
Newburyport and Haverhill
provides comprehensive
pediatric care from birth
to young adulthood.
We are proud to partner with and
support a number of organizations
serving youth in our community. Our
50th Anniversary Community Partners include Newburyport Youth
Services, Haverhill Boys and Girls Club, Haverhill Recreation
Department Summer Camps, and Haverhill Public Schools
Backpack Program.
Be sure to visit our blog for summer tips to keep your child safe —
from water safety, to ticks, to bicycle protection, and more!
Haverhill (978) 373-6557
600 Primrose St, Suite 200, Haverhill, MA 01830

Visit our new website at www.chcmass.com
facebook.com/chcmass

Newburyport (978) 465-7121
257 Low Street, Newburyport, MA 01950

Child Centered. Family Focused.

				
10 minutes.
Date: Wednesday Jul 6, 2022 Time:
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM Contact:
Youth Services 978-373-1586 x626
kids@haverhillpl.org
Haverhill Public Library
Thursday, July 7
DIY Birdfeeders (IN PERSON)
THURSDAY, JULY 7 3:00—4:30 PM
Program Room Newburyport Public Library
94 State Street, Newburyport, MA,
This craft is for the birds! Drop in any time
between 3 and 4:30 p.m. to make simple
birdfeeders using pipe cleaners and cereal.
This program is open to kids of all ages and
abilities. Funded by your donations to the
Friends of the Newburyport Public Library.
No Registration Required

Location: Outside Library Yard
Amesbury Public Library
Afternoon Movie: Raya and the
Last Dragon
Join us for an afternoon movie! The feature
film will be Disney’s Raya and the Last
Dragon. Date: Friday Jul 8, 2022
Time: 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM Contact:
Youth Services 978-373-1586 ex626
kids@haverillpl.org
Location: Auditorium
Haverhill Public Library
Virtual Anime Club
Let’s watch some anime together, virtually!
You will need a Netflix account and the
Teleparty extension added to your Chrome
browser. Teleparty allows us to watch
together at exactly the same time. There’s
also a chat box so we can discuss the show
as we watch! Today we’ll be watching episodes 17 and 18 of Demon Slayer.
For grades 6-12.
Registration required. You will receive an
invite link at least 15 mins prior to the
program start time.
Date: Friday Jul 8, 2022 Time:
3:30 PM - 4:30 PM Contact:
Rachel 978-373-1586 x650
rgagnon@haverhillpl.org
Haverhill Public Library

SPECIAL EVENT Playful Engineers
(Ages 4-11)
Registration is required!
Are your kids ready for a STEAM science
adventure? In this fun, hands-on workshop, children will design, build, test, and
play with a chain-reaction creation – who
knows what mechanical contraptions
they’ll produce! Teaching artist Jay Mankita
will provide materials from his Traveling
Maker Space collection – plus plenty of
inspiration, of course!
Parking The library’s parking lot could be
crowded for this event, so carpooling is a
good idea if possible. If our lot is full, please
use the parking area in front of the police
department (across the street from the
library) or park on High Street.
If your plans change after you register and
you won’t be able to come to the program,
please call us at 978-686-4080 x26 to cancel your registration so that children on the
waiting list can take your place.
This program is sponsored by DCU (Digital
Credit Union).
Date: Thursday Jul 7, 2022
Time: 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM Contact:
Children’s Department 978-686-4080 x26
Location: The Great Hall
Nevins Library, Methuen

Saturday, July 9
Fairy and Gnome Storytime
Join Rebecca for this special storytime in
connection with the Fairy Gnome House
event in our downtown. Come to the
library side yard to hear some stories and
rhymes about fairies and gnomes. We’ll
have an activity out all day to keep the fun
going. Bring a blanket or chair to enjoy this
storytime. Open to everyone and registration not required! Date:
Saturday Jul 9, 2022 Time:
10:00 AM - 10:30 AM Contact:
Clare Dombrowski 978-388-8148x4
ys@amesburylibrary.org
Location: Outside Library Yard
Amesbury Public Library

Friday, July 8
Mother Goose on the Loose Babytime for 0 - 23 month Olds
This program is outdoors and will meet in
the yard next to the Library. If the weather
is yucky, we will cancel!
This program is in person is for our youngest patrons and their caregivers. It is a fastpaced program with lots of songs, rhymes,
stories, puppets, and music! Lots of interactive fun with your little one! This is for kids
aged 0-23 months old and is a great way to
introduce early literacy concepts!
Date: Friday Jul 8, 2022
Time: 9:45 AM - 10:30 AM Contact:
Clare Dombrowski 978-388-8148
ys@amesburylibrary.org

Monday, July 11
Teen Curated Reads Kit
Want some reading recommendations?
Want to explore a genre or thing you don’t
usually read? Want a snack? Register to
pick-up a kit with some books, a snack,
and activity which could be all the items
to make something, a design challenge, or
just something fun. We’ll pick books just
for you surrounding the theme of that kit.
Register for one or for all (they are every
other week) and pick up any time during
that week. THIS WEEK’S THEME: Exploration and Adventure
Note: Wait for an email confirmation before
coming in to pick up your kit.
Date: Monday Jul 11, 2022 Contact:

Merrimack Valley Parent

Clare Dombrowski 978-388-8148
ys@amesburylibrary.org
Amesbury Public Library
Wednesday, July 13
Stories in the Garden (OFFSITE)
WEDNESDAY, JULY 13 11:00—11:30 AM
Parker River National Wildlife Refuge
Join us in the pollinator garden at the
Parker River National Wildlife Refuge! We’ll
read lots of books geared toward kids ages
0-5, after which patrons are invited to do a
craft and take a self-guided walk to see the
animals at Spencer-Peirce-Little Farm. This
story time takes place the second Wednesday of the month in June, July & August.
Please note this is an offsite program not
taking place at the Library. The address
for this program is 6 Plum Island Turnpike,
Newburyport MA 01950.
No Registration Required
S.T.E.A.M. Your Passion (virtual)
Are you interested in marine biology? Do
you love animals? Are you thinking of a
career working with them?
Cynde McInnis shares her story about how
she took her childhood passion for whales
and made it her career. She will introduce
students to whales and how they are
researched today illustrating that you can
take many different paths to find the career
that you are looking for. Science, technology, engineering/education, art and math
are all critically important disciplines when
addressing any topic—especially related
to conservation. She will finish by sharing
how this childhood passion, that many
classmates of hers made fun of, led to a
Guinness World Record!
Grades 6-12
Registration required to receive Zoom link
Date: Wednesday Jul 13, 2022
Time: 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM Contact:
Rachel 978-373-1586 x650
rgagnon@haverhillpl.org
Haverhill Public Library
Thursday, July 14
Plinko-Palooza! (IN PERSON)
THURSDAY, JULY 14 3:00—5:00 PM
Newburyport Public Library
94 State Street, Newburyport, MA
Remember Plinko? Stop by the Library
to take a turn on this game of chance.
Everyone will get one play to determine
which small prize they will win! We’ll also
have cold treats to pass out. No registration
required. If the weather is poor, we will be
in our large Program Room. If it’s nice, we’ll
be out on our front lawn, so stroll on over!
No Registration Required
Tween Reads (IN PERSON)
THURSDAY, JULY 14 3:30—4:30 PM
Program Room Newburyport Public Library, 94 State Street, Newburyport, MA
Tween Reads is a library book group just
for middle schoolers who are in grades 5-8!
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We will meet the second Thursday of every
month from 3:30-4:30pm in the Children’s
Activity Room.
This month is free read so bring in a book
you loved and want to share with the
group and prepare for some good recommendations to read next!
No registration required. All tweens are
welcome! No Registration Required
Monday, July 18
Nature Drawing for
6th - 12th Graders
Join Kate Bernardoni for some nature art
classes! Learn to draw some natural items
with some different techniques. A great
way to be outside in our side yard and
enjoy the summer. All levels are welcome
and supplies will be provided.
For 6th - 12th grades. Registration required.
Date: Monday Jul 18, 2022 Time:
3:00 PM - 4:00 PM Contact:
Clare Dombrowski 978-388-8148 x4
cdombrowski@amesburylibrary.org
Location: Outside Library Yard
Amesbury Public Library
Tuesday, July 19
Animal Craze
Come visit with some baby farm animals!
This program allows you to get into a pen
with the animals and pet them! We’ll have
a few other activities, but only a certain
number of kids can come in at a time so
registration may be required! All ages are
welcome to this show!
REGISTRATION REQUIRED TO GO IN THE
PEN WITH THE ANIMALS. PLEASE REGISTER
AND WE WILL LET YOU KNOW WHAT TIME
TO ARRIVE FOR THE SHORTEST WAIT TO
GET IN TO PET THE ANIMALS. PLEASE REGISTER THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO WILL
BE GOING IN THE PEN (others are welcome
to just watch or do activities and don’t
need to register)
Date: Tuesday Jul 19, 2022
Time: 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM Contact:
Clare Dombrowski 978-388-8148
ys@amesburylibrary.org
Location: Outside Library Yard
Amesbury Public Library
Thursday, July 21
STEM Structures (IN PERSON)
THURSDAY, JULY 21 3:00—4:30 PM
Program Room Newburyport Public Library, 94 State Street, Newburyport, MA
Come play with a variety of building toys,
including straws and connectors and
magnetic tiles. Best suited for kids four to
eleven, but kids of all ages and abilities
are welcome. Caregivers take note: some
of these building toys have small pieces.
Drop in any time between 3 and 4:30 p.m.
to participate.
No Registration Required
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FREE FUN FOR KIDS!
AT THE LOWELL SUMMER MUSIC SERIES
10 AM Free Healthy Snacks,
Free Arts & Crafts & Free Children’s Books
11 AM Free Stage Show & Free Lunch
Wednesday, July 13
BRYSON LANG

Wednesday, August 10
HOT TAMALE BRASS BAND

Thursday, July 14
CURIOUS CREATURES

Thursday, August 11
ANIMAL CRAZE

Wednesday, July 20
JENNY THE JUGGLER

Wednesday, August 17
DINOMAN

Thursday, July 21
BEN RUDNICK & FRIENDS

Thursday, August 18
BONAPARTE

High Energy Comedy & Juggling

Reptiles & Other Animals Up Close

Juggling, Magic, Music & Silliness

Hippest Family Music Around

New Orleans Party

Baby Animal Petting Zoo

Tuesday, July 26
In A Bind: Teen Book Club (IN PERSON)
TUESDAY, JULY 26 3:00—4:00 PM
Program Room Newburyport Public Library, 94 State Street, Newburyport, MA,
In A Bind: Teen Book Club is for teens who
are entering the 9-12 grade.
Looking for a book club for the summer?
Look no further than NPL’s Teen Book Club!
This month we’ll be reading Squire by Nadia Shammas and Sara Alfageeh. Copies of
the book will be available upon request.
We will be meeting in the Programing
Room between 3-4 to discuss the book. No
registration is required.
No Registration Required
Thursday, July 28
Craft Buffet (IN PERSON)
THURSDAY, JULY 28 3:00—4:30 PM
Program Room Newburyport Public Library
94 State Street, Newburyport, MA
Stop by any time between 3 and 4:30 p.m.
and choose from lots of different simple,
no-mess crafts! This program is best suited
for ages four to eleven, but kids of all ages
and abilities are welcome.
No Registration Required

Friday, July 29
Storytime at Heron Pond Farm
Join Clare at the Heron Pond Farmstand
for an outdoor storytime for all ages. We’ll
have stories, songs, and science and an
activity bag to take home. No registration
is required and this program is completely
free. This will be outdoors so bring a blanket or chair! This is weather dependent.
Location is 290 Main Ave South Hampton,
NH Date: Friday Jul 29, 2022
Time: 10:00 AM Contact:
Clare Dombrowski 978-388-8148x4
ys@amesburylibrary.org
Location: Heron Pond Farm
Saturday, July 30
Yankee Homecoming Begins!
Newburyport Yankee Homecoming runs
through August 7. Daily events.
Visit www.yankeehomecoming.com for
details and schedule.

Please send any events you would like
considered for the Calendar of Events to
Editor@merrimackvalleyparent.com

Inﬂatable Dinosaurs

Amazing Magician

Wednesday, August 3
HENRY THE JUGGLER
Physical Comedy

DinoMan

This program is supported in part by a grant from the Lowell Cultural Council
which is supported by the Mass Cultural Council, a state agency.

Funded in part by the Massachusetts Ofﬁce of Travel & Tourism.

lowellsummermusic.org/kids
facebook.com/freefunforkids

MRT Hosts Young Actor Auditions for
A Christmas Carol
Merrimack Repertory Theatre (MRT) will host auditions for young actors between the ages of eight and 16 for A Christmas Carol on August 1 in Lowell;
August 6 in Nashua; and August 8 in Concord, MA, according to Nancy L. Donahue Artistic Director Courtney Sale. MRT will present this world premiere
production of A Christmas Carol, adapted and directed by Sale, from November 30 to December 24, 2022.
Students will need to prepare a one-minute monologue, poem, or story, and
bring a recent picture and short resume to the audition. Students will be
called in groups of 12 for a one-hour group audition. Sale said the audition
is meant to be a fun, supportive, and collaborative workshop. Children of all
cultures and ethnicities are highly encouraged to audition. Students must be
fully vaccinated to participate.
Auditions will be at MRT’s rehearsal hall from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. on Monday, August 1, at 132 Warren Street, Lowell; Peacock Players at Janice Street
Theatre from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, August 6, at 14 Court Street,
Nashua; and Umbrella Stage Company’s Black Box Theatre from 5:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m. on August 8 at 40 Stow Street, Concord, MA. Callbacks will be at
5:30 p.m. on August 15 in Lowell.
A Christmas Carol will begin rehearsals on Thursday, November 3, and tech
days will be from November 26- 29 with an adjusted schedule for young actors. The first preview performance will be November 30, and the show opens
December 3 (rehearsals end). All performances will be at MRT’s Liberty Hall at
50 East Merrimack St., Lowell, MA. The show closes December 24.
For further details and to register, visit www.mrt.org/ACCauditions. For other
questions, email Courtney Sale at Courtney.sale@mrt.org with ACC Youth
Auditions 2022 in the subject line.

